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SECTION D

Teens define sex in new ways

Shocked parents don’t

By Sharon Jayson
USATODAY

The generational divide be-
tween baby-boomer parents
and their teenage offspring is
sharpening over sex.

Oral sex, that is.

More than half of 15- to 19-
year-olds are doing it, according
to a groundbreaking study by
the Centers for Disease Control

‘understand casual attitude

and Prevention.

The researchers did not ask

ently it isn't as much,” says Sa-
rah Brown, director of the Na-
tional Campaign to Prevent
Teen Pregnancy.
" “What we're learning here is
that adolescents are redefining
what is intimate.”

Among teens, oral sex is of-

about the circumstances in ten viewed so casually that it

which oral sex occurred,
but the report does pro-
vide the first federal data
that offer a peek into the
sex lives of American
teenagers.

Cover
story

needn't even occur
within the confines of a
relationship. Some teens
say it can take place at
parties, possibly with
multiple partners. But

To adults, “oral sex is ex- they say the more likely scenar-

tremely intimate, and to some
of these young people, appar-

io is oral sex within an existing
relationship.

A Virginity’
lj?; reinterpreted?
7D

Still, some experts are in-
creasingly worrying that a gen-
eration that approaches inti-
mate behavior so casually
might have difficulty forming
healthy intimate relationships
later on.

“My parents’ generation sort
of viewed oral sex as something
almost greater than sex. Like
once you've had sex, something
more intimate is oral sex;”
says Carly Donnelly, 17, a high

school senior from Cockeys-
vilte, Md.

“Now that some kids are us-
ing oral sex as something that's
more casual, it's shocking to
(parents).”

David Walsh, a psychologist
and author of the teen-behav--
ior book Why Do They Act That
Way?, says the brain is wired to ,
develop intense physical and
emotional attraction during the
teenage years as part of the ma-
turing process. But he's dis-
turbed by the casual way sex is
often portrayed in the media,

See COVER STORY next page »
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